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is determined to kill her, for he has hung up a new
portrait of Tchertkov and she is going to burn it,
and a few minutes later she comes back with "the
portrait that she has torn into shreds."

An hour later they are horrified by a shot in
her room; they run to her only to find that she
has not hurt anything. ''She missed," she says.

Later more shots are heard and they find Ma-
dame Tolstoi has hit a chest of drawers. A little
later another outburst and Madame Tolstoi de-
clares that her daughter Alexandra must leave
the house. Nothing loath, the daughter goes bag
and baggage to her own place. On the 29th, she
returns for some things and her mother begs her
to stay but she refuses. Boulgakov recounts how
kind Tolstoi is to his half'insane wife: at dinner
he presses her to take a liqueur and in the evening
persuades her to go to bed early saying: "Rest is
the best cure for us all."

Next day Madame Tolstoi talks kindly to
Boulgakov; says that she has noticed his delicacy
and understands his reticence though she has
called him "the living post" whereupon Boul-
gakov replies that his chief duty is to Tolstoi and
that he will do his bidding at all costs, even as a
post-boy.
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